Oakland Community Health Network (OCHN) is accepting nominations for its 2022 Achievement
Awards. The awards highlight and show appreciation to “People Receiving Services” (providers / staff
are not eligible for achievement awards). Please help OCHN recognize the achievements of someone
you know who has a developmental disability, mental illness, or substance use disorder by nominating
one or more persons for an Achievement Award.

OCHN 2022 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD CATEGORIES
STIGMA BUSTER AWARD: This individual uses creative and innovative ways to educate others about and reduce stigma regarding
developmental disabilities, mental illness, or substance use disorders. Please provide detail of the creative methods used, the target
audience(s), response from audience or others, continued efforts, etc.
“DAN MORAN” AWARD FOR INCLUSION AND ADVOCACY: This individual actively promotes the rights of individuals,
encourages self-advocacy, raises awareness about developmental disabilities, mental illness, and substance use disorder; breaks down boundaries, and serves as a role model to others Dan Moran was a passionate advocate for persons
with disabilities. As an OCHN Recipients Rights trainer, he instilled hope and demonstrated that dreams are possible for
all people.
HELPING HANDS AWARD: This individual gives back to their community through volunteer work, helping others, and
giving of themselves to make their community a better place to live.
“MY LIFE” AWARD: This individual embraces and moves forward through the person-centered planning process or family
centered planning process. He or she creates goals and pursues dreams that utilize natural and community resources to
pursue the life they choose to live.
DIRECTOR’S AWARD: This individual inspires others to strive to be their best, advocates for others, and makes their
community a better place. This individual has overcome the challenges of living with a developmental disability, mental
illness, or substance use disorder and has chosen to use their experience to contribute to others and the community. He
or she embodies the characteristic of all the other Recognition Awards.

PLEASE COMPLETE/SUBMIT THE NOMINATION FORM
PERSON SUBMITTING NOMINATION
Name____________________________________
Daytime Phone #_____________
Address___________________________________________________________
City_____________________ State_________________
Zip code______________
NOMINEE INFORMATION
Name____________________________________
Daytime Phone #_____________
Address___________________________________________________________
City_____________________ State_________________
Zip code______________

Complete and submit this nomination form along with a detailed description of your nominee’s
qualification for the award, which you nominated him or her. An electronic form is also available
on our website at www.oaklandchn.org. Please be as thorough and descriptive as possible in
your submission. If you have any questions, call 248-858-0929.
Email or mail Nominations to:
Attn: Suzanne Weinert
5505 Corporate Drive
Troy, MI 48098
Email: weinerts@oaklandchn.org		
Nominations are due by: Friday, June 24, 2022
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Recipients Rights Corner

Complex Case Management

The OCHN Office of Recipient Rights
(ORR) advocates for people who receive
mental health services by offering recipient
rights protection.

Complex Case Management (CCM) helps
coordinate care between individuals, providers,
and health plans. CCM is available to individuals
with active Medicaid and who meet program
guidelines. This information is available on
OCHN’s website at oaklandchn.org, under the
Resources tab, Specialty Mental Health Services.

How can you know your rights? Read
the Your Rights Booklet, talk to your
case manager, supports coordinator, or
peer. You can also visit our website at
oaklandchn.org or call the Office of
Recipient Rights at 877-744-4878.

To request a Complex Case Management
referral, you can:
•
•
•
•

Complete the online form at oaklandchn.org
Email CCM@oaklandchn.org
Fax the completed form to 855-414-4884
Mail the form to OCHN, 5505 Corporate Drive,
Troy, MI 48098

Mark Your Calendar

Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, and Pinterest.

Committee of the Whole meets June 13, 2022 at 4:30 p.m.
Citizen’s Advisory Committee meets the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.
OCHN Board meets June 21, 2022 at 6 p.m.
Recipient Rights Advisory Committee meets the first Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m.
OCHN is funded, in part, by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.

Stepping
Stones
February
2017
The Pathway to Ability

May 2022
Help end stigma and promote mental health awareness
During May, Oakland Community Health Network
(OCHN) is joining the national movement to raise
awareness about mental health. The goal is to end
stigma, provide support, educate the public and
advocate for policies that support people with mental
illness and their families.
In addition to asking communities across Oakland
County to recognize May as Mental Health Awareness
Month, OCHN is also posting informative messages
on its social media sites. Visit OCHN on Facebook or
Twitter to share these posts and support this effort.

OCHN announces new website design
OCHN launched a new and more
user-friendly website on April 4, 2022.
Improvements to the website include a
menu that allows users to easily find topics
about developmental disabilities, mental
health, and substance use disorders. Visit
the site at oaklandchn.org to offer feedback.

OCHN Names new Chief Corporate Compliance and
DEI Officer
Bernard Hooper has been named Chief Corporate Compliance and
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI) Officer at OCHN. In this role, Hooper
leads the growth and fulfillment of the company’s compliance policies and
procedures. This includes reporting matters of ethics and accountability to
the CEO and OCHN’s Board of Directors.
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INSPIRE hope, EMPOWER people, STRENGTHEN communities

Favorite Spring Activities
by Renee Uitto

Spring is finally here...or at least the calendar says so. It is time to enjoy some
activities that you may have not done in a long time with family and friends. Try
to make plans and have some fun in these warm months.
Here is a list of some activities. Go out and enjoy.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
			

Bike ride
Farmers market
Gardening
Reading
Barbecue
Game night
Craft fair
Outdoor concert

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bowling
Zoo
Horseback riding
Drive-in Movie
Camping
Carnival
Crafts

Whatever you decide to do, I hope you enjoy the warmer weather.

OCHN partners with Royal Oak Police Department to launch new
Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training
Oakland Community Health Network (OCHN) and the Royal Oak Police Department hosted their first
40-hour CIT Training together. CIT training is a 40-hour course that helps law enforcement officers learn
how to approach, assist, and de-escalate individuals who are in mental health crisis.
“Law enforcement officers are often the first on the scene when an individual is having a mental health
or substance use disorder crisis, and OCHN is committed to providing them with the tools, training,
and resources they need to respond,” said OCHN Executive Director and CEO, Dana Lasenby. “This
partnership brings law enforcement and mental health together to improve care and enhance public
safety.”
The training used a new CIT International curriculum, with a pilot class of 15 law enforcement officers
from Royal Oak, Birmingham, Bloomfield, Auburn Hills, and Southfield Police Departments. Personal
testimonials from people with lived experiences also help educate law enforcement about stigma.
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National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week

Veterans Tri-County Event

Celebrating Veterans and their families.
Pictured from left to right are Farmington Hills High School Students: Amatullah
Poonawala, Mariam Safirta, and Preyal Patel

A county-wide project to raise awareness about the healthcare
concerns linked with drug and alcohol use was led by a group
of Farmington High School students.
The students also launched a social media campaign named
“Spring Forward” is an important part of the project. Students
were invited to take a picture of themselves holding a sign or
recording the statement “I’m okay being drug and alcohol free
now and in the future” and share it on social media.

OCHN extends access service hours
Extended hours of operation for access to non-emergency,
substance use and behavioral health services through Oakland
Community Health Network (OCHN) are being offered.
OCHN’s Access Department is in the Resource and Crisis
Center and open from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Services offered by OCHN’s Access team include establishing
eligibility, mental health screening, and distribution of care.
The access team can be reached by phone at 248.464.6363.

OCHN Provider Directory
OCHN’s online provider directories give important contact
information for people in search of supports and services.
The directories are designed to encourage informed decisionmaking about specialty services offered by OCHN.
Please take a few minutes to review these user-friendly
resources and complete the online survey at oaklandchn.org.

OCHN CUSTOMER SERVICES: 800-341-2003

May 21, 2022
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
United Wholesale Mortgage
Sports Complex
867 S Blvd East
Pontiac, MI 48341

Minority Mental Health
Resource Fair
Understanding barriers to mental health
services for minority groups.

Tuesday, July 12, 2022
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
OCHN’s Corporate Office
5505 Corporate Drive
Troy, MI 48098

Your Voice, Your Value
Join OCHN for its annual Your Voice,
Your Value Conference. Nominate
someone for an award (see back page).

Thursday, August 11, 2022
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
OCHN’s Corporate Office
5505 Corporate Drive
Troy, MI 48098
Register for events/trainings by
visiting: oaklandchn.org
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Peer wellness center launched in Oakland County
The new Hope 365 program complements standard
services by connecting people going through a mental
health challenge with a Peer Support Specialist.
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People who receive peer-based services benefit from
the role model and partnership of a peer who have
lived experiences. Individuals participating in Hope 365
are working to achieve self-reliance and community
participation.
For more information call 248-910-5951 or visit the
website at hope365wellness.org.

OCHN’s QAPIP offers service performance information
OCHN’s Quality Assessment Performance Improvement Program (QAPIP) provides information about
quality improvement processes. This includes actions that ensure OCHN provides quality services
and also supports the organization’s mission, vision, and values. OCHN’s contract with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) requires a QAPIP report is completed annually.
The report can be viewed on OCHN’s website at oaklandchn.org.

New SUD health home program promotes care connection
OCHN’s recently introduced a new Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Health Home. A SUD Health
Home is a healthcare service delivery model that combines primary care, behavioral health, and
social needs to a person’s individuals needs. It’s not a place - it’s a person’s connection to care.
Easterseals Michigan, Oakland Family Services, and Sacred Heart are the current OCHN network
providers taking part in the SUD Health Home program.

Stigma Wellness Tip
Reasons to end Stigma. Stigma:
•

Seriously affects the well-being of those
who experience it.

•

Affects people while they are experiencing
problems, in treatment, healing, or even
when their mental health problem is a
distant memory.

•

Profoundly changes how people feel
about themselves.

myStrength is a free web and mobile application that offers
personalized online resources to improve mental health and
overall well-being.
To register for this valuable wellness tool, visit OCHN’s website
at www.oaklandchn.org and select the myStrength link. When
registering, use the access code: OCCMHA.
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